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 FOREST 1      MILLWALL 2[image: image8.jpg]YOU DIDNT SAVE ANYTHING
FOR RETIREMENT DID You??




Saturday 9th February 2002
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Umm frustrating this football lark isn’t it, I know this season is about rebuilding, consolidating and looking to next season and beyond but occasionally I’d like for us just to get an ounce of luck in terms of goal scoring. This was another game where we dominated the opposition at times only to be let down in the final third. Now it has to be said that Millwall were by no means a poor team, 4th in the table at kick off and playing with confidence, but I still left the ground incredibly frustrated that we had managed to finish of the chances that we had created. 
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Tony Vaughan’s illness meant that Jim Brennan came straight back into the team without any selection controversy and Jones and Marlon continued up-front after the explosion of goals against Stockport. It was Brennan’s first minute run and cross that set up a diving Jones header which just went wide, (I have to confess that I didn’t see the header as I was still queuing for a balti pie, but my neighbour was convinced that Jones should have scored). I was still eating however when a hopeful ball into the box from Millwall should have been cleared by Ricci Scimeca, but it wasn’t and Sadlier fed a simple ball through to Paul Ifil who had the easiest job of slotting the ball past Ward. 

I am normally a supporter of Riccy but today was not one his better days at the office and during the first half I became more and more concerned every time the ball was at his feet or in our half. As on most occasions this season we stormed back at the opposition after conceding a goal and Gary Jones was just high with a shot from 30 yards minutes after conceding. That set the stage for what in a neutral’s eye would have been a good entertaining game of football, with both teams committed to attacking football. Andy Reid was back to his best and seemed to be the best attacking force, most notably running with pace at a at time unsteady Millwall back line. 

Buzzer though seems to be struggling slightly at present, when he first joined I and many others pointed out that he wasn’ t trying to beat the fullback to the by-line and was solely concentrating on ensuring a good early delivery, however today he seemed too intent on trying to beat Robbie Ryan for pace, instead of the early ball, which on several opportunities would have released Marlon in space. 

Reid came closest to scoring when after another run through the Millwall midfield his shot was saved low down by the excellent Tony Warner. Millwall were threatening but I was becoming increasingly confident that we would equalise and Prutton went close after another typical (of late) powering run through the middle of the field.  

Millwall were still pressing and when Ifill crossed Ward did well to tip over another Sadlier header, the defence though were probably thinking about the half time cup of tea when the resulting corner was whipped in and with eight defenders at the near post that man Sadlier was left with the freedom of the six yard box to power his header past the helpless Ward.  2 – Nil Millwall and my reasoning for leaving London so early on a Saturday morning was beginning to be questioned. 

I should show more faith at times! The second half was probably the best 45 minutes of attacking football we’ve played all season, Andy Reid was simply sensational and if Marlon could have converted either of the one on ones that he had, the result may well have been different. With Stern’s definite departure and the probable departure of DJ now really is the time for Marlon to come of age, despite all his hardest efforts the goal would just not come. 

Millwall also created a number of opportunities and we could have been three down when Ward pulled off a spectacular diving save for a Kinet free kick which had dipped over the wall and seemed destined for the bottom corner. 
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In search of a goal Harty sent Brian Cash on for his home debut replacing Summerbee, at first Cash seemed to find it difficult to come to terms with the pace of the game, but one or two later touches would suggest we have yet another gem rolling of the youth team production line. Praise should also be given to John Thompson who was excellent through out and with what is becoming a trade like surge into the box was unlucky to see his goal bound effort deflected past Warner’s’ outstretched hand.  M-LJ could find it difficult to get his place back at this rate. 

Despite all this we still could not score and with Jack coming on for Jonah the pressure seemed to be mounting on the Millwall goal, a run and shot from Williams, and a 20 yard drive were both well saved by Warner, 

Eventually the pressure had to tell and a cross from Reid was inadvertently handled by Sean Dyche, a little unfair perhaps but Marlon was not complaining as he finally beat Warner, sending the goal keeper the wrong way from the penalty spot. 

Another effort from Marlon and a header from Jack and it was our visitors from South London who were heading home with all 3 points. We can feel unlucky that we did not gain a share of the spoils and Harty’s post match comments seem to show that he felt the same. It’s not often the defence let’s us down, but with our inability to finish off the chances we’re creating a single goal defeat seemed even more frustrating than normal. 
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Report from Bridport Red off the Nottingham Forest Official Site: www.nottinghamforest.co.uk 
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BURNLEY  1     FOREST  1
Saturday 16th February 2002
A small crowd of Forest fans made the journey to the North West, some more no doubt put off by the closure of the M1 due to an accident.  Those that did make it saw Forest managing yet another draw which further cements their mid-table position.  But it certainly wasn’t a match without chances – four clear-cut ones for Forest coming towards the end of the first half.  Burnley dominated the possession and they would have been very unhappy to finish the day with only one point. 

Riccardo Scimeca pulled up with a hamstring injury yesterday in training so did not make the journey to Turf Moor today.  So John Thompson moved into centre half with Mattieu Louis-Jean returning from injury to take his place on the right.  Forest return to the diamond shaped midfield formation with Reid playing at the front of it and Jack Lester came into the side in place of Gary Jones.  

The question then was who would be captain.  Gareth Williams must have been pleased to be given the honour but, remembering what happened after the same happened to JJ earlier in the season let’s hope it is not an omen. Burnley had the better start to the match and Ward was forced to make a save from a free kick after just one minute.  [image: image14.png]


Forest had a half chance shortly after when Lester turned well and fed the ball in to Harewood.  He had to shoot from a tight angle and the ball went into the side netting. Taylor had the first of many chances on 8 minutes but it was an easy save for Ward. 
Hjelde picked up his tenth yellow card of the season, which means an automatic suspension for him, when be brought down Alan Moore in full flow.  The resulting free kick hit the wall. Forest had a let-off in the 17th minute when Lee Briscoe's deep cross from the left found Taylor unmarked at the far post.  But, with time and space to pick his spot he headed wide with Ward looking on gratefully. 
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It was Lester’s turn to miss then when he ran onto the ball, put through by Reid, shot at an angle but just over the bar from 20 yards. Summerbee was close to being on target when Forest were given a free kick.  The ball went round the wall and the keeper, suddenly realising it might go in, made a scrambled dive.  Unfortunately the ball ran just wide of the post. 
On the half hour Taylor again missed a chance to take the lead.  Weller put a cross in to him but Louis-Jean, in spite of being much shorter, was able to put Taylor off just enough for his header to end up just over the bar. Forest, having been out of the game for much of the first half, had a period of about ten minutes when they had four good chances. The first came when Lester put the ball through to Harewood only for him to finish poorly and the ball was easily saved. Then Reid played the ball to Lester but his shot was weak and Beresford saved with ease. 
Reid, playing well in the position at the front of the diamond and doing a lot of the providing, set up Harewood for the best chance of the half.  The keeper was committed to coming out, Harewood got round him and only had Gnohere to beat.  But he still couldn’t hit the target and Gnohere made the clearance. Trying to make amends he volleyed his next chance into the side netting instead of perhaps squaring the ball to Lester who had run into position. 

Finally, to end Forest’s flurry of chances Lester got away from his market and put a perfect ball through to Harewood.  But he finished as he had started and put the ball just over the crossbar. So ended a frustrating half that Burnley had dominated for the majority of the 45 minutes, themselves squandering chances.  But Harewood must have been trying to hide as he headed towards the dressing room on the half time whistle as Forest were the ones that should have been in the lead. 

No change for Forest at half time but old Forest favourite Robby Blake came on for Burnley although he only stayed on for about 20 minutes before he was taken back off. Forest had a good early chance when Lester did well to get the ball to Reid but somehow Beresford managed to keep the ball out with his legs. Ward then denied Burnley when Taylor had a good chance with a header. 
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Harewood then showed what skill he is capable of when he ran with the ball, turned from Gnohere and drifted away from another Burnley defender before shooting for goal.  But the ball was deflected and this time he was unlucky not to score. But halfway through the second half he was given the chance to make amends when he was awarded a penalty.  He had made a galloping run down the left hand side and into the penalty box only to be bundled over by Gnohere. 

There was no way that Harewood was going to miss this chance and he put the ball cleanly into the back of the net on 68 minutes. Burnley went onto the attack and some excellent work from Thompson in particular prevented them from equalising. Ward was looking sharp as he first made a flying save as the ball went round the wall from a Burnley free kick.  He then made a good catch from a powerful Taylor header, which was probably his best of the match. 

Burnley’s pressure finally paid off when they equalised just 2 minutes from full time.  It came from a free kick which was needlessly given away by Lester.  Bristow’s left foot shot found Gnohere’s head just 8 yards out and he shot low, burying the ball into the far corner.  Ward really had no chance to make the save.

Forest: Ward, Thompson, Hjelde, Louis-Jean, Brennan, Williams, Prutton, Summerbee, Reid, Lester, Harewood. Subs: Roche, Bopp, Dawson, Cash, Jones Scorers: Harewood 68mins pen Bookings: Hjelde 15mins

Burnley: Beresford, West, Ball, Little, Taylor, Cox (I Moore 74mins), Grant( Blake.45mins) (Armstrong, 65mins), Briscoe, Weller, Gnohere, A Moore  Subs Not Used:Cook, Maylett, Scorers: Gnohere 88mins

Referee: G.B.Frankland.

Attn: 15,085
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Report from the Nottingham Forest Official Site: www.nottinghamforest.co.uk 
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FOREST  0     GRIMSBY 0
Saturday 23rd February 2002
Marlon Harewood and Jack Lester both missed golden opportunities to win this match for Forest, but their misses’ mean Forest are without a home win in 2002. Paul Hart named an unchanged line-up after seeing his side draw 1-1 at Burnley last weekend, with Riccardo Scimeca named on the bench. 
The first half was slow to say the least. Grimsby had the opening chance when on-loan Martin Pringle was fed through, but only managed to blaze his shot over the bar. Gareth Williams, captain for the day, then had a chance but fired straight at Danny Coyne. Marlon Harewood then found himself in in space after turning Tony Gallimore, only to shoot wide. 

The second half continued in much the same way. There were few chances, and they were all wasted. Hart decided on a double substitution on 74 minutes when he took of Harewood and Summerbee and replaced them with Bopp and Cash.  
 The best chance of the game was spurned by former Mariners star Lester four minutes from time. The ball was swung over for Reid to volley back across but Lester could not get a touch on it and Forest failed to create any subsequent chances.   

It poor game that petered out and as the game ended, the crowd - what was left of it - booed the players off (disgusting - Ed).

Forest: Ward, Louis-Jean, Hjelde (Scimeca 45mins), Thompson, Brennan, Summerbee, (Cash, 74mins) Prutton, Williams, Reid, Lester, Harewood (Bopp 74mins) Subs Not Used: Roche, Jones,   

Grimsby: Coyne, McDermott, Gallimore, Todd, Groves, Butterfield, Burnett, Pouton, Campbell, Pringle (Allen 87mins), Boulding Subs: Croudson, Ford, Jevons, Smith 

Referee: Mr M.Webb
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Attn: 21,081

Report from Kev Lockhart www.u-reds.com

***************************************************************************************
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                    BRADFORD CITY 2      FOREST 1 
Tuesday 26th February 2002 
What a difference a performance makes. On Saturday Forest drew with Grimsby but the crowd booed them off for a poor display. This evening they lose 2-1 but the crowd gave them a standing ovation for a battling performance.  

 To be fair Forest dominated for long periods of this game and the final score-line doe not do them justice. Bradford did give them an early warning when an unmarked Tod headed against the Forest post.  
Andy Reid almost gave Forest the lead on 19 minutes as he lobbed the keeper only to see the shot drift millimetres over the bar.  

On 23 minutes Eoin Jess fired Bradford into the lead with a shot from 16 yards out. Ward appeared to save it but fumbled the ball and dropped it over his own line. It was a howler from Ward, but he has saved Forest so many times this season we can forgive him this one.  

Five minutes later Bradford almost doubled their lead as Wayne Jacobs shot was saved by Ward to keep Forest in the game.  

Just before half-time Nicky Sumerbee was taken off injured and Andy Gray came on as his replacement.  
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The second-half could not have started better for Forest. A long clearance by Ward found Andy Gray and he slid the ball in for Harewood, who took his shot from the edge of the box. Forest's equaliser went in 13 seconds into the second-half.  

Forest grew in confidence and were now controlling much of the game and Bradford were grateful to their keeper, who kept them in the game by pulling off great saves to deny Gareth Williams, David Prutton and Andy Reid.  

Then, despite all their best efforts, the curse of the late goal struck again as Bradford found the winner on 88 minutes as Lawrence headed home Lee Sharpe's cross.  
Forest: Ward, Louis-Jean, Scimeca, Thompson, Brennan, Summerbee (Gray 35mins), Prutton, Williams, Reid, Lester, Harewood Subs: Roche, Jones, Bopp, Vaughan Scorers: Harewood 46mins Bookings: Harewood 83mins

Bradford City: Combe, Myers, McCall, Whalley (Sharpe 55mins), Lawrence, Ward A, Jess (Locke 85mins), Tod, Jacobs, Grayson, Cadamarteri (Juanjo,  89mins). Subs Not used: Jorgensen, Worsnop Scorers: Jess 23mins Bookings: Jacobs 52mins: Grayson 90mins

Referee: R Oliver 

Attendance: 13,505
Report from Kev Lockhart www.u-reds.com

***************************************************************************************

ROTHERHAM UNITED 0      FOREST 2

Tuesday 26th February 2002 

Two quick goals at the start of the second half ensured that Forest would take all three points home this afternoon. Forest managed to dominate most of this game though the state of the Millmoor pitch meant Forest struggled to play the stylish football that they used to beat Rotherham at The City Ground.    

Despite their control of the game the only real chances of the first half fell to Rotherham.    

However, with Forest's first real attack of the second half Andy Reid crossed from the left and Jack Lester, at full stretch, directed his header past Mike Pollitt into the Rotherham net. Nine minutes later and Lester turned provider as he made his way to the by-line and pulled the ball back for Marlon to tap home into an empty net.  

With twenty minutes left on the clock Rotherham had a corner. As the ball floated in it clearly struck a hand in the crowd of players but how the referee knew who's hand I'll never know. Anyway a penalty was awarded but Darren Ward saved it. The ref was unhappy, apparently you aren't allowed to save penalties so he made Rotherham take it again. This time they scored and Forest faced a tense twenty minutes as Rotherham went in search of an equalizer.    

Forest managed to keep their heads and avoid giving away the dreaded late goal which has cost them so many times this season. The win moves them up to 14th in the league with 48 points.  

Forest: 4-4-2 Ward, Louis-Jean, Brennan, Scimeca, Thompson, Reid, Prutton, Gray, Bopp, Lester, Harewood
Subs: Roche, Edds, Cash, Jones, Dawson Bookings: Bopp 89mins Scorers: Lester 47mins, Harewood 56mins

Rotherham Utd. 4-4-2 Pollitt, Bryan, Hurst, Sedgwick ( Scott.82mins), McIntosh, Talbot (Monkhouse,  62mins), Mullin, Daws, Lee (Barker 82mins), Swailes, Robins Subs: Gray, Warne, Bookings: Swailes 80mins

Scorers: Robins Pen 65mins

Referee: Mr A.R.Leake.

Attn: 8,455 
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Report from Kev Lockhart www.u-reds.com

FOREST 2      WOLVES 2
Wednesday 6th March 2002

This was a thoroughly enjoyable game of football – the first half because we saw some good football from a side that is flying high at the top of the League – and the second half because it was just a really good 45 minutes of football from both teams.  And in the end Forest deserved the draw and could well have sneaked a win. 

We can probably all remember what it was like to be able to smell the Premiership when it was so close and that’s how the 4,200 Wolves supporters must have felt tonight as they created an atmosphere that has been missing at the City Ground of late.  And their players quickly proved why they are where they are.  Within three minutes Sturridge had the ball in the back of the net from a corner, although fortunately it was offside. 

But Forest were quickly on the attack with Brennan making a quick break, crossing to Lester who blasted the ball into the Wolves crowd behind the goal. And on 7 minutes Harewood crossed to Gray who beat his man in a one-two with Louis-Jean and crosses but the ball is put out for a corner.

Wolves first goal came on 10 minutes.  Camara made a good run which beat the Forest midfield and he passed the ball to Blake.  He put the cross in to Sturridge who slotted in his 18th goal in 20 games. Wolves had numerous chances but Ward was on the case as he blocked a shot from Newton and then made a diving save to stop a 20 yard shot from Blake.

The pressure was further increased for Forest when Prutton left the pitch for some 6 minutes for treatment to a head injury, leaving Forest to cope with 10 men.  He returned with a bandage round his head but otherwise looked none the worse for his injury.

Just before the half hour Harewood made a good run after a clearance from Bopp but he couldn’t get past two defenders and the keeper, although he tried hard enough.  If he could have gone straight through them he would have done. Just before the half time whistle Reid crossed the ball in to the box and both Lester and Gray had shots blocked by Oakes. Forest did well to go in at half time only one goal behind.  It really had been a case of men against boys in the first 45 minutes.

But this was far from the case in the second half as Forest set out to prove that they were more than capable of matching Wolves for skill as well as goals. 
The first equaliser came on 53 minutes with Harewood giving the ball to Lester with a neat back heel.  He crossed to the far post for Gray to put the ball in the back of the net. Harewood, anxious to get on the scoresheet himself, attempted to get through the Wolves defence but they were equal to him in size and certainly outnumbered him.

Prutton produced some good football in midfield to get the ball through to Lester.  He ran with it and attempted a shot rather than passing to Gray who had done a sprint down the wing.

Just as it looked like Forest were getting on top of the game Wolves came back with another goal.  And this was a defensive error on Forest’s part.  Lescott was undefended and Ward had committed himself to coming out.  All Lescott had to do was lob the ball neatly over the top of Ward and into the net – and that’s exactly what he did.

Forest were straight back on the attack with Bopp getting the ball away and running through midfield.  Reid made a great run down the wing and picked up the cross, sending a superb ball into the box.  Amongst a number of heads the ball unfortunately found Lescott’s and he put it behind for a corner.

More chances for Forest on 65 minutes as Reid found Brennan who got the ball into the penalty area and Gray nearly got on the end of it.

Forest’s second equaliser came just 2 minutes later.  Bopp sent the ball out to Gray on the right hand side.  He rolled the ball back to Louis-Jean who shot for goal.  The ball came of Lescott and Harewood picked it up and shot from 6 yards out onto the underside of the crossbar. 
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Brilliant stuff and for a moment my professionalism went completely out the window and I forgot I was in the press box and not the Trent End.

Wolves, not satisfied with the draw, piled on the pressure.  They got the ball into the Forest penalty area and it seemed to fly around like a pinball machine and Blake had two shots cleared off the line by Prutton.

On 71 minutes Harewood beat 3 players in midfield to pass the ball to Reid on the left hand side.  He held the ball back for Gray but Lester eventually hit the ball wide of goal.

Then Williams beats several Wolves players to get the ball to Reid.  Another great run, from Reid this time, as he takes off down the wing on his own. Watching all the time over his shoulder for the cross he then puts a superb cross in to Harewood who blasts the ball just wide.

Forest very nearly scored a winner on 84 minutes.  Bopp passed to Lester whose shot was weak and trickled away past the far post.  Reid was running on to the ball but only just reached it and was only able to put it into the side netting.

Into stoppage time the Wolves pressure continued with Forest clearing from two corners and Ward saving at point blank range from an Andrews header.

On the final whistle applause rang out for both sides from all four sides of the ground.  The players thoroughly deserved it. Everybody was entertained, the result was a fair one and we saw some really skilful football.

I asked a few people around me who our man of the match would be.  The answer was different from each one – Dawson did brilliantly for his first start in a long time; Prutton, Harewood, Williams, Gray were all outstanding in the second half.  But it was a good all-round performance and, without the pressure of either relegation or play-offs Forest can continue to improve their skills for the rest of the season.
Forest: 4-4-2 Ward, Louis-Jean, Dawson, Prutton, Brennan, Bopp, Williams (C), Gray, Reid, Harewood, Lester Subs: Roche, Jones, Cash, Edds, Edwards Scorers: Gray 53mins, Harewood 66mins Bookings: Lester 45mins

Wolves: 4-4-2 Oakes, Muscat, Lescott, Butler (C), Andrews, Kennedy, Newton, Cameron, Camara, Blake(Ndah, 75mins) Sturridge Subs:  Pollet, Rae, Miller, Murray Scorers: Sturridge 10mins, Lescott 59mins, Bookings: Sturridge 43mins,

Referee: C Wilkes
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Attn: 21,010
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